Stakeholder Meeting on Australian-Dutch heritage cooperation - Melbourne

On April Heritage 20th 2011 a meeting took place on the subject of Australian-Dutch Cooperation, with specific emphasis on the database project and the events planned for 2012 and 2016. Over 15 participants from various fields of expertise attended the meeting. The meeting was organised by the Embassy of the Netherlands, in close collaboration with the Centre for International Heritage Activities (CIE). The meeting took place at the Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) at Federation Square in Melbourne. 

Among the participants were representatives of the Dutch government, cultural institutions, local associations and research institutes in Victoria.

I. Summary 

Honorary Consul Hans Nieuwland opened the meeting. He elaborated on the historical events and the strong historical ties the Netherlands shares with Australia. Moreover, he stressed the need for collaboration and cooperation in the promotion, commemoration and safeguarding of the mutual heritage. Koosje Spitz, staff member of the CIE, then presented the Dutch-Australian Heritage Cooperation Project. As part of the project a database will be established, containing information on projects, organisations and experts, in the field of mutual Australian-Dutch heritage. 

The objective of the meeting was to present the database project and to exchange information about Australian-Dutch cultural heritage activities, in and around Melbourne. Specific attention was paid to activities planned for 2012 and 2016, when the Dutch ship the Zuytdorp was wrecked off the Australian coast and the landing of Dirk Hartogh in Western Australia, respectively, will be commemorated. 

The main objective is to foster collaboration among involved organisations and experts. Examples of how the database could be of assistance were put forward. The database may encourage the setting up new projects and stimulate awareness for preservation and conservation throughout Australia. Koosje Spitz proposed that experts and organisations interested in establishing a project, could present a project proposal. Future projects can already be included in the database, even if financial means are not yet available. 

Participants inform each other about their respective activities, as well as their perspectives in these areas. Generally, it can be concluded that also in Victoria stakeholders are interested in taking part in the 2016 events. 

Participants showed interest in collaborating with Dutch partners on future Dutch-Australian heritage activities, also with regards to the year 2016. 
Getting a better understanding of the scope of the collaboration and creating an overview of the organisations and experts involved, will benefit stakeholders in both countries and may create opportunities for collaboration in the future. This collaboration is not limited to public events or cultural institutions. Commercial activities and collaborations with private partners, such as enterprises or companies, may also be included in the database, as well as cultural and scientific collaboration. However, as emphasized by the CIE projects, initiatives and events mentioned in the database need to relate to Australian-Dutch heritage or cultural relations between two countries, where relevant to the database. Projects will be taken into consideration on a case-by-case basis. 

For more information on the meeting held in Melbourne and the Australian-Dutch Heritage Cooperation Project please contact Koosje Spitz k.spitz@heritage-activities.nl or the Dutch Embassy can-pcz@minbuza.nl.

II. Projects related to the migrant history and Dutch Community

In 2006 four hundred years of bilateral relations were extensively celebrated and many activities took place. However, much more information can be found on the Dutch presence in Victoria, especially related to large flow of Dutch migrants after the Second World War. Migrant camps, such as Bonegilla and the Immigration Museum in Melbourne, are important partners that need to be involved when organising activities on mutual heritage. 

Concerns were raised regarding the preservation and conservation of the Dutch heritage in Australia. Unfortunately, due to a lack of funding and conservation, much of the heritage, especially related to the Dutch immigration, is being threatened. The Dutch associations are important custodians of the heritage. However, with regard to the future, it is important to ensure continuity in conservation and documentation of the heritage, present in Australia. Reference was made to the Dutch Australian Heritage Centre, which was opened in March 2011 in Melbourne.

One of the conclusions however, was that the younger generation of Dutch migrants or Dutch-Australians seem to be less interested in the Dutch clubs, centres and associations. They often join ‘jongerenborrels’ and Dutch Orange Day (Koninginnedag) celebrations. Interestingly enough, the Dutch Carnival Clubs are very popular and collaborate between the clubs in various states. 

Former president of the Associated Netherlands Societies in Victoria Inc., Ype de Bruijn, underlined the need to have a Dutch Cultural Centre. He drew a comparison with the post-war migrant communities in the United States, where Dutch Cultural Centres exist and also attract the younger generation. The need to include New Zeeland in the inventory was emphasized, as they share a similar migratory history. 

Caroline Duyvenstyn, Community Strengthening Officer of the Premier and Cabinet of Victoria, referred to the funding programme of the Office of Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship (OMAC) for migrant groups in Victoria and showed - like most participants in the meeting - interest in the organisation of future activities with regard to Dutch-Australian heritage.

III. Underrepresented themes

Interest was also expressed in future collaborations with the aim to further research the relation between Australia and the Dutch East Indies. Several participants underlined the special historic ties Australia has with Indonesia. Few past events have taken place with regard to the Dutch East Indies, for example the 1996 exhibition “the Other Dutch”.

A topic, which receives relatively little attention, is the role of the Dutch in Australia during the Second World War. Although the Dutch greatly contributed to protection of the region during war, there seems to be alack of documentation and promotion. 

IV. Educational projects

Various participants underlined the importance of an educational element of the celebrations and the heritage cooperation. The idea of organizing an educational exchange program with the Netherlands was mentioned. Also the possibility of establishing a history lesson package on Dirck Hartogh was mentioned. 

Annette Welkamp, Director Cultural Connotations and member of the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce Australia did underline that Australian school curricula are strictly regulated. Heritage kits may be a good alternative. The representative of the Dutch Age Care in Victoria gave as an example sometimes seniors are invited to schools to talk to students about past events and their own experiences. According to Rhonda Steel of the Maritime Heritage Unit, Heritage Victoria, artefact boxes are used to teach children about maritime heritage.

Another aspect of the Australian-Dutch (intangible) heritage is language. Language courses on secondary level are often under pressure due to lack of teachers and low numbers of students. Nonetheless, second and third generation Dutch-Australians increasingly show interest in learning Dutch, though often not on an accredited level. 

